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"Mar © 6. 
The Law of Truth was in his Mouth, and 


Iniquity was not found in bis Lips, he 
walked with me in Peace and Equity, and 
did turn many away from Inquity. 


| M 0 NGST other Adv antages from 
Meetings of this Kind, it is not incon- 
ſiderable, that they are generally open'd 
with Sermons which have a relation, leſs or more, 
to the miniſterial Work; and indeed, conſidering 
how important and comprehenſive! it is, the pureſt 
Minds may need, now and then, to be ſtirred up 
to the remembrance of it: I ſay, to the remem- 
brance of it; for it is not ſo much meant, I pre- 
ſume, by Diſcourles of this Kind, to teach others 
what they are ignorant of, as to have our own 
Hearts more deeply impreſs d with reviewin 
what we already know. Now, it is this ws; 
able Cuſtom, or rather the Reaſon on which it is 
founded, that authorizes me to make any ſuch 
Attempt; and when I do o, I hope my Reve- 
rend Fathers and Brethren will bear with me, a. 
little, and indeed bear with me. | 

Theſe Words lie in a Context where the Enor- 
mities of the Prieſts are reproved, and threaten'd 
with awful Severities; the external Sanctity of 
their Order did not alleviate, far leſs atone for 
their Offences, but made them more highly cri. 
minal. It is true, amidit all the Anathemas here 
denounced, there is a merciful Hint that Re- 
pentance might prevent their Ruin; and, to bring 
A2 . them 


* * 


5 


them to the Amendment wiſhed for, they have 


ſet before them a Character perfect in its Kind, 


the Character of ſome, who had preceded them 


in the ſacred Office, and having acquitted them- 
ſelves with Fidelity, and to the divine Approba- 


tion, have this Teſtimony in the Verſe now read, 
The Law of Truth wwas in his Mouth, &c. 
The whole of theſe Words are ſpoken directly 


of the Jeꝛoiſh, but, the eſſential Qualities necel: 


fary to both being the ſame, they may, without 


the leaſt . be applied ro the Chriſtian 


Prieſthood ; and in this Light I would now con- 


ſider "1% and that in all the Branches of the 


Text. 


859 "Their Doctrine, 3 Manner of ubliſhing 
it, The Law of Truth was in his auth, and 
Iniquity was not found in his Lips. 

II. The Nature of their Converſation 3 Life, 
"Fara with me in Peace and Equity, lays 
Go 

III. The happy Terdency and Fruit of both, 
And did turn many away from Iniquity. 

IV. I ſhall conclude with ſome Reflections 


n the Whole. 


The Firſt Part then of the Text and Character 
is, T he Law of Truth was in his Mouth ; mean- 
ing, no doubt, the Old T eſtament Revelation, the 
whole of God's Mind and Will contained there: 
This the Prieſts were bound to explain, and pro- 
pagate the Knowledge of it among his People. 
In like manner it is true of the authorized 
Teachers of Chr iſtianity, that the Law of T ruth 
ought to be in their Mouth; and the en 
ſeems to pore two Things, 


The 


* 


w J 


_- 
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1. The Purity and Soundneſs of the Doctrines 
which we preach; theſe are to be the true and 
faithful Sayings, the Lively Oracles of God, not 
the Viſions of our own Heart, or the Inventions 


of Men: I delivered to 2% ſays the Apoſtle, that 


which J received of the Lord ; and in this he acted 
but agreeably to the Commiſſion given to them 


all, Teaching them to obſerve all things, ſaith 
Chriſt, whatever I have commanded you. It is of 


great Importance thoroughly to know the Con- 
rents and Tenor of our Commiſſion, the Nature 
and Moment, Dependence and Connection of 


Divine Truths contain'd in, it; and as wile 
Builders, we would lay the Foundation in theſe 


farſt Principles, which are unchangeably the ſame 


under the Old Teſtament and New. Thus, in 


bringing Men to God, we would convince them 
that he is, prove his Exiſtence and Attributes, 
and explain them with as much Perſpicuity as 
poſſible ; his Government of this World, and the 
juſt Retribution we may expect from him in the 


next ; the Worth and Immortality of the Soul, 


and the everlaſting Obligations of moral Good- 
neſs: We would eſtabliſh our Hearers in the 
Faith of Revelation, letting them ſee the Grounds 
upon which its Credibility is built: In a ſpecial 
manner, we ought to explain the Scripture Ac- 
count, and indeed the moſt ſatisfying one, of the 


Origin of moral Evil; the Darkneſs and Diſorder 


it has brought upon human Nature, its extenſive 


Influence over all of our Race; we would paint 


this Deſtroyer in its different and hideous Alpects, 
as unjuſt Rebellion againſt the Laws, and curſed 
Enmity to the Holineſs of God, as the Crucifier 
of the Lord of Glory, andGrief of his holy Spirit, 
as the Sickneſs, Diſhonour, and Death of, the 

i . 


— 


th. 


precious Soul; and having explain'd the Guilt, 
ondemnation, and Death that came upon us 


by the firſt Adam, it would be criminal to be ſi- 


lent upon the Gift of Righteouſneſs, the Abun- 


dance of Grace, and the eternal Life which reigns 


thro' Fe/us Chriſt, who is the. ſecond Adam, and 
the Lord from Heaven: This ig the faithful 


Saying, that he came to ſave Sinners, which 


ſhould be frequently in our Lips, the principal 
Part of our Commiſſion, as Miniſters of his Go- 
88 to open up his amiable Character and Of- 


ces, to pour forth his Name as Ointment, and 


to make manifeſt in every Place the ſweet Savour 
of the Knawledge of it. This was the manner of 
the great Apoſtle, a T hat T ſhould preach among 
the Gentiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, the 


Treaſures of his Love, and Fellowſhip of his Sut- 


ferings, the Power of his Reſurrection, and Beau- 
ties of his Holineſs, the Eaſe and Honour of his 
Yoke, and Joys of his Salvation : Thus like the 
Star to the wiſe Men, fo ſhould the Light of our 
Sermons, and other publick Miniſtrations guide 
Souls to Chriſt; to him, I ſay, as their wiſe 
Teacher to inſtruct, and High-Prieſt to reconcile; 


as an exalted Prince, to whom the Love and O- 


bedience of the whole Man is due, and Advocate 
to preſent them and their Services to God; in a 


Word, to. him as the inexhauſted F ountain of 
Pardon and Grace, Comfort, Victory, and 


Glory. | - | 

2. This Expreſſion, the Law of Truth is in his 
Mauth, imports not only the Soundnels and Puri- 
ty of our Doctrine, but a Promptneſs and Abilit 
to deliver it; this is in Scripture Stile the Door of 


CUrterance, io frequently prayed for by the Apo- 


Is; 


a 


2 Eph. iii. 8. 


—— 


tout 


ſtle; and therefore — other Qualifications of 


a Goſpel Miniſter, we find that uſually this is 
one, that he be apt to teach ; not only have an 
Heart well affected to the Truth, but a Readi- 


neſs and Talent for imparting it to others; this is 


of ſo much Importance, that it was particularly 
promiſed, and given by our Lord to the firſt Plan- 
ters of his Golpel, a Mauth as well as Wiſdom, 
zu hich all their Enemies ſhould not be able to gain- 
ſay. Tn the Infancy of the Church it was an extra- 
ordinary Gift, now it is to he acquired. A Varie 
of Means are neceſſary to this Purpoſe, which can- 
not here be enlarged upon, viz. Acquaintance 
with the Languages, in ſome degree at leaſt, and 


the different Parts of Philoſophy, the attentive 


Study of human Nature, and Knowledge of its 
Hiſtory in the different Ages of the World; but 
above all, the Knowledge of the ſacred Records, 
with devout Meditation and Prayer : By theſe 
and ſuch like Means ſhould we furniſh the Mind 
with an Abundance of valuable Truths, and cul- 


tivate them with future Care, that out of this 


Treaſure the Mouth may ſpeak, and bring forth 


Things new and old. Now, each of theſe Helps are 


neceſſary in their Place, and to decry the uſe of 
any one of them, particularly of human Learn- 
ing, were quite barbarous and Gothic. It is an 
Encomium upon Maſes, and a ſhining part of his 
Character, that he was learned in all the Wiſdom 
of the Egyptians; and of Apollos, Þ that he was an 
eloquent Man; yet what immediately follows is 
{till more to his Honour, and „ to- his 
great Succeſs, namely, That he was mighty in the 
Scriptures, Theſe are the moſt pure and copious 
Magazine of Pulpit Eloquence, and ſpiritual Light; 


5 tis 


b Adds xviii. 24. 
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tis there we are furniſh'd with the Tongue of the 


Learn'd to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon; with theſe 


ſpiritual Weapons which moſt ſucceſsfully aſſault 
the Heart, and beat down the Kingdom of Dark. 


[neſs and Vice in it; in a Word, with all that is 


great and worthy in Sentiment and Stile ; not that 
falſe and affected Glitter which ſerves rather to 
dazzle or pleaſe, than inform the Underſtanding, 
and impreſs the Heart, bur a Stile truly natural, 
nervous and chaſte, ſuitable to the great Subjects 


- =o of, and ſpringing out of them; and there- 
0 


re, beſides other valuable Purpoſes in giving 


theſe inſpired Writings, this is one, © 7hat the 
Man of God may be perfect, and throughly. fur- 


niſhed to all good Forks, and among the reſt, to 
the faithful Diſcharge of his publick Miniſtry. 

Secondly, Upon this Head of Doctrine, it 1s 
further ſaid, that Iniguityzvas not found in his Lips; 
this ſeems to reſpect the Manner of diſpenſing the 
Truths of God, and expreſſes that Fidelity and 


Uprightneſs, that Sincerity the Apoſtle rejoiced 
in, or the not handling the Word of God decett- 


fully, 'as he elſewhere calls it. And, 


1. It may be ſaid of the Goſpel Miniſtry, that 
Iniquity is not found in our Lips, when thele ſpeak 
the inward Sentiments of the Heart; and there is 
a perfect Harmony betwixt the two, When we 
preach the Goſpel, becauſe we believe it, and 
deliver nothing as the Truth of the living God, 
but what in Sincerity we think to be ſo; when 


the Tongue is no Channel of Diſſimulation, nor 
Inſtrument of ſpeaking Lies in rs but a 


faithful Index of the Mind, and Principles that 
lodge there: It is true, the Deceit we now ſpeak 
of is concealed from mortal Eye, and the Man 


may 
e 2 n. il. 17. 
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may play his Part fo well, as to preſerve his Ot- 


fice, and poſſibly have ſome Succels in it, it being #_ 


the Seed, not the Hand that ſows it, which is 


the Principle of divine Life: But doubtleſs {uch 
Iniquity is deſtructive of his own Comfort, and 


eternal Welfare. Alas! what Peace can he have, 
who has thus renounced Probity and Candour, 


is at Variance with the Deity and his own Con- 


{cience? his own Heart muſt reproach him, 
and God is greater than the Heart, and knows all 
Things: In private Life ſuch Conduct is deteſtable, 


and juſtly; is it leſs fo in Matters of eternal Con- 


cern? To aſſume and continue in an Office, which 
ſets us for the Defence of the Goſpel, while that 
Goſpel is no other to us, than a cunningly de- 
viſed Fable; to declare, to ſubſcribe this and the 


other Doctrine, as Articles of our Faith; nay, by 
our publick teaching, to recommend them to the 


Belief of others, while we really look upon them 
as unintelligible Jargon at beſt, or Falſhood per- 


haps at bottom; what a Reſemblance is there be- 


rween the Servant who is capable of this, and the 
Maſter whom he really ſerves, whom yet he would 


be aſhamed to own, that Prince of Darkneſs, who 
ſometimes transforms himſelf into an Angel of 


Light? | | 


2. Iniquity is not found in our Lips, when we 
neither ſuppreſs the Truths of God, nor diſſem- 
ble the Sins of Men, when we declare the whole 


Counſel of God, preach all the Words of this Life, 


and keep back nothing that is profitable to Souls; 
when we inftru& and reprove, exhort and admo- 
niſn without Partiality, without Reſerve : Great 


Reſolution and Prudence is neceſſary to this, 'tis 
true, but then we cannot ſhew ourſelves faithful 


| . Work: 


VAT «nts 04-99" Ber, ee, 
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Workmen, nor be approved of God, unleſs we 


thus rightly divide the Mord of Truth. Thus, for 


Example, it is much our Duty to open up and 
explain the Myſteries of the Goſpel, even thoſe 
of them, which ſome diſcard becauſe they are 
myſterious, i. e. becauſe God has not reveal'd 
more, than his incomprehenſible Wiſdom thought 


meet to do; but it would be Iniquity in public 


Teachers either to omit wholly, or to inſiſt upon 
theſe, without ſhowing that they are all Doctrines 
according to Godlineſs, that they have a great 


Tendency to promote, and neceſſary Connexion 


with, univerſal Sanctity in Heart and Life : On the 
other hand, it is incumbent upon us often to in- 


culcate the Precepts of our holy Religion, of Love 
to God, Juſtice and Sobriety, to unfold the Na- 


ture, Beauty and Neceſlity of the various Graces, 


and Duties of the Chriſtian Life; but it were de- 


feating the Purpoſe, and corrupting the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel, if Miniſters of it treat not theſe 


important Subjects in an evangelical Way; that is, 


if they preach them without a ſpecial Relation to 


Jeſus Chriſt, and his OY Grace, as the 
Principle and Fountain from whence they flow: 
Thus to teach the Chriſtian Morals as an indepen- 


dent Scheme, as a Syſtem quite detach'd from, 
or having little Connexion with the Myſtery of 
Faith, to do fo, I ſay, were to build without a 
Foundation, and to give our People a Stone in- 


> 


ſtead of Bread. „ | 
The like Faithfulneſs and Impartiality would 
be obſerved, in proving the moſt plauſible and 


authoriz*d Errors of the Times: Thus, if ſome are 
faulty in depreciating human Nature, tho? it is 


not eaſy to conceive what can go further this Way 


than 


We 
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than be has done, who knows. well what is in 
Man, particularly, where it is ſaid, 4 that the car- 


nal Mind is Enmity againſt God; allowing, 
that ſome do exceed here, and that we ought to 
warn againſt ir, would it not look partial, and 
argue a ſtrong Biaſs, to be altogether or very ſi- 


lent upon the other Extreme? an Extreme as ea- 
ſily at leaſt fallen into, and pernicious to vital Re- 


ligion; I mean, to exalt or rather deify our de- 
Ing Nature; there may be a ſuperficial Ac- 
nowledgment of {ome Diſorder in it, but ſo flight, 


that Diſcipline, or Reflection on Goſpel Light and 


Motives will caſily remove the Diſeaſe; this always 


has been, and ſtill is the Troubler . the Church 


of Chriſt, che ſecret but true Reaſon of ſo much 
inward Contempt of his Croſs and Grace; © for 


they that be whole need not the. Phyſt cian, but they 


that are ſick. 
3. The Uprightneſs expreſſed here, by having 


no Iniquity in our Lips, does imply, that our Mo- 


tives and Aims be pure in entering upon the ſacred 
Work, and in the diſcharging of it: This is an eſ- 
ſential Branch of Goſpel Sincerity, and dear in 
God's Sight; it is the real, tho? hidden Beauty of 


our Character, and a ſerving him with our Spirits 
in the Goſpel of his Son. If his honour is at Heart 


in the Converſion and Salvation of Souls, this will 


make us as a Flame of Fire, ia his Service, and 


in Imitation of. the Angels, do his Will with De- 
light; 'tis this that will bear up againſt Cenſure 
and Reproach, Perlecution and the Indignities of 
a crooked World; for what are any of theſe, or 
all of them, to a "reſolved affectionate Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt ? But without this, the apparently 


B 2 | faithful 
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faithful Diſcharge of Duty, the moſt found or 


applauded Preaching, and zealous Defence of the 


Truth, is all but Iniquity in our Lips, a ſpecious 
Diſguile to palliate our ſordid Avarice, Vanity 


and Reſentment, or ſuch like unlovely Paſſions : 
"Tis but a tedious Taſk, and bodily Service, yield- 


ing no ſolid Joy at the Time, and in the End will - 


profit little; for we muſt preach the Goſpel willing- 


| ly, 1f ꝛue TORE have the Reward; preach it, from 


a ſettled Eſteem of its bleſſed A and Purpoſe 


to bring others to eſteem him too. This is of uch 


Neceſſity, that it is the only thing inſiſted upon 
by our Lord, in the Commiſſion given to one of 
his Apoſtles, Simon, Son of Jonas, ſaid he once 
and again, Loveſ? thou me? Being ſatisfied of this, 
he intruſts him with the feeding of his dear Flock: 


And indeed if we regard not the Father, it is like 


the Children will but fare poorly on the Bread of 


| Life diſtributed by us; if we love not him that be- 
gat, how can we love thoſe that are begotten of him? 
If carnal and worldy Views have the Aſcendant, 


our ſpiritual Function in all its Parts will be baſel 


degraded to promote them; beſides, they are ſo 
groſs and polluting, that, where they reign, the 


Soul cannot attend to the Beauty of divine Things, 


or have a juſt Reliſh of them: *Tis true, we may 


Mil do the Duties of our Office, but alas! how 


are they done? as a Trade meerly, and Craft by 


which we have our Living, or Theatre whereon 
we diſplay our Gifts to obtain the Praile that is of 


Men. It is of great Conſequence therefore t9 re- 
oline theſe hidden T hings of Difhoneſty, to make 


room for the Love of Jeſus in the Heart; and 7 


2 Man purge hi mſelf from theſe, as faith the Apo- 


file *, he l, ve a} efſel unto Honour, ſandified 


and 


2 Th. it. 21. 
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end meet for the Maſter's uſe, and prepar'd to every 
good Mort. 


II. The ſecond general Head, is the Nature 
of our Converſation and Life, as expreſs'd here, 


He walked with me in Peace and Equity, ſays 


God. | | 

1. He walked. in Peace; there ſeems here to 
be an Alluſion to the preceding Verſe, the Co- 
venant of Peace mention'd there, a Covenant 
made with the Tribe of Levi, or rather the Fa- 
mily of Aaron, wherein were Promiſes of God's 


Love, Protection and Acceptance, if they were 


true to his Intereſt, and an Honour to their Pro- 
feſſion. Now the like Engagement is virtually at 
leaſt made with every Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
entered into by him. The aſſuming that Character 
is a tacit Profeſſion that we love the Maſter and 


the Work; *tis ſaying practically, that we devote 


ourſelves to the Service of the Altar, and vow 
Fidclity ro hum ; and' would it not be the better, 
the more particular and determin'd we were on 
this Head? Might it not be an additional Motive 
afterward to walk with God, and a Means of re- 
ſtoring Peace to our Minds when perplexed, to 
conlider, that we had entercd into ſuch a Cove- 
nant of Peace with him, with great Solemnity, 
and in his Preſence ? „ | 

Hut not to inſiſt on this, the Expreſſion, doubt- 
leſs, does imply, that there is real Friendſhip and 
a good Underſtanding between the Maſter and 


Servant, that the Controverſy upon both Sides, 


becauſe of Sin, is done away, by a gracious Par- 
don, and the healing of our Souls; that we have 
truly tranſacted upon us, what is repreſented in 

b . 
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. Viſion as done to 7oſhus the High Prieſt, s His 


filthy Garments are taken away, his Iniquities made 


to paſs from him, and he is cloath'd with change of 
Ratiment. And are we ſafe, or is it ſeemly to ap- 
pear in any other Dreſs when miniſtring before 
the Lord? What a Paradox is it to be diſpenſing 


the Word of Reconciliation to others, and we 


ourſelves unreconciled, and Enemies to him? In 
a word, to walk with him in Peace, is to value 
and preſerve it firm, to keep ourſelves in the 


Love of God, by ſtrict Vigilance over the Heart, 


and growing Meaſures of Purity there, by fre- 
quent Appeals to the Blood of ſprinkling, as the 
Prieſts repair*d to their Lavers under the Law, 


Where they waſh'd from Ceremonial Defilements, 


and were made clean. 

2. Walking in Peace may expreſs his pacific 
Diſpoſition, and Meekneſs of Behaviour in pub- 
lick and private Life; he cultivates this quiet 


Temper within, and it appears in his Words and 


Actions, ſpeaking the things that will make for 
Peace, and promote it in the Church of Chriſt; 
he can more willingly forgive a Wrong, than 
commit it; he is inoffenſive to all, if his Purity 


and Love of 'Truth offend them not; he thinks 


himſelf bound indeed, to adhere inviolably to the 


Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, and to main- 
tain it as a molt precious "Treaſure; but in Mat- 
ters of Opinion, he is far from being overbearing 


and confident, his Moderation in theſe is exer- 
cis'd toward all: And is there a more lovely Part 


of our Character than thus to be the Sons of Peace; 


of our Character, I fay, who ſerve the Prince, and 
preach a Goſpel of Peace. To be boiſterous and 

- Z | raging, 
g Zech. iii. 4. 


Fe 


who do juſtly, love Mercy, as well as walk humbly 


raging, turbulent and factious, is a ſhameleſs De- 


py from it; the command was expreſs to the 


rieſts under the Law, that they ſhould offer 
no Sacrifices to God with ſtrange Fire; now to 


blend and mingle our angry Paſſions, even with 


that which may be zealouſly meant for his Ser- 
vice, is every whit as unbecoming and faulty. 


And the Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but 


be gentle unto all Men, and patient, in Meekneſs 


inſtruting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 


adventure will grant them Repentance, to the Ac- 


knowledgment of the Truth. - 
2. Another part of the Road wherein he walks, 


1s that of Equity, which chiefly points at his Du- 


ty towards others in private Life, the Integrity, 
Truth and Juſtice of his Conduct in the World. 
In his Spirit and Words there is no Guile : Fraud 
and Falſhood, even to ſerve a good Cauſe, are 
to him an Abomination; tis with him a funda- 
mental Maxim, to render to all their Due ; and 
tho' he may be {low in making Promiſes, he is 


ſcrupulouſly faithful in keeping of them. In a 
word, the Equity here {poke of, is ſuch a Com- 


poſition of Juſtice and tender Charity, that his 
Character is rather the good, than the righteous 
Man ; he is conſcious that Love is a Debt which 
he owes to every one, and is careful to pay it, 


even to the indigent and unthankful, where he 


can hope for little again. Without this, Pretences 
to Piety are vain, and the Diſguiſe ſo thin, that 
the diſcerning World will eaſily ſee thro' it: Of all 
Orders of Men, therefore, the Goſpel Miniſtry 
ſhould be the Righteous Notion that keepeth Truth, 


WiH9 
n 2 Tim. i. 25». 
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with God; and in both theſe the great Apoſtle is 
worthy of our Imitation, i And herein do JI ex- 
erciſe myſelf always, to have a Conſcience void of 
Offence toward God, and toward Man. 
4. We have here his delightful Society in this 
Road; he walked with me, ſays God, the very 
| CharaQer given of Enoch, whom God took; he 
| T walked with me, as one Friend does with diner, 
| with his Eye upon me, to ſhow him Directions 
when in Straits; upon me, to ſtand by him, and 
ſupport under every Burden; upon me, whoſe 
Hand will ſoon crown his Fidelity with a glorious 
' Reward: The Expreſſion imports, frequent Retire- 
E ment from the World, and Elevation of Soul above 
- it, much nes with God, and delightful 
tit Meditation upon divine Things. It is certain, 
= that ſuch ſecret Exerciſes of Prayer and Commu- 
| nion with God, would inſpire our publick Per- 
formances with new Life, and make our Faces 
toſhine when we came downto our People: Would 
any thing be more abſurd, than to find the In- 
THI ſcription of the Athenian Altar upon our Miniſtra- 
| tions, To THE UNEKNOWN Gop, to one, 
whom we neither liked to converſe with, nor re- 
| tain in our Knowledge? The Goſpel Miniſters are 
EM - 1 calltdAnoels, and in this Senſe they ſhould real- 
| | ly be lo, much about his Hand, and ſtudious of 
his Will, as well as obſequious in fulfilling of it: 
And were we thus frequently behs/ding KA Face 
| of our Father who is in heaven, with what Pleaſure, 
1 and Hope of Succeſs, might we miniſter to the 
5 Sons of Men upon Earth? 
This Phraſe of Malling implies, chat in al 


this he is regular, uniform, and progreſſive, that 
- ms © 
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V 
his Way is of a piece, and conſiſte 
like the Path of the Fuſt, that ſhip more and 
more unto the perfect Day; nothing Prt of this 
can compleat the Character, or evidgce our Sin- 
cerity in wearing of it; for if we tale one Step 
like a Saint, another in the Courſe d a preſent 
World; if at one Time we perſonak the Ser- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt, at another act Ike Meſſen- 
gers of Satan, we are ſelf-condemn'd,' and hring 
Diſcredit upon the whole; our moſt ſhining Ver- 


L with itſelf, 


formances muſt paſs, with thinking People, for 


Pageantry and Grimace: and thus, by deſtroymg 
whae wo Were building up, e are the greateſt of 
all Tranſgreſſors. 5 

There cannot be a greater Soleciſm than ſuch 
a Conduct in Miniſters of the Gulpel, is i load 
ed with Abſurdity and Contradiction, to appear 
in the Pulpit by our Doctrine as Angels of Light, 
in our Life wallowing in the Works of Darkneſs; 
Preachers of Righteouſneſs to other Men, but 
we ourſelves unjuſt and filthy ſtill; in our Ser- 
mons expreſſing great Care and Zeal to maintain 
good Works, but elſewhere ſtifling all juſt En- 
quiries after the immoral, or exerting our Ta- 
lents to ſcreen and ſupport them; diſpenſing the 
holy Myſteries of our Religion with ſeeming 
Gravity at one Time, at another treating them 
with Irreverence, Ridicule, or Contempt: In a 
Word, in our publick Character, the Ambaſſa. 
dors of the Churches, and Glory of Chriſt ; in Pri- 
vate, the Grief and Diſhonour of both. And 
now what a Picture is this? How liable is ſuch 
Behaviour to the pungent Sarcaſm of holy Writ ? 


k Thou therefore that teacheſt another, teacheſt 


| Ez thou 


» 


V 
thou not thy fef? thou that preacheſt a Man ſhould 
not ſteal, do thou ſteal * thou that ſayſt a Man 
fhould not commit Adultery, doſt thou commit Adul. 
tery? thou ſat abhorreſt Idols, doſt thou commit 
TJ | OY, 
But, beſies the Incongruity, ſuch Conduct is 
big with inerpreſſible malignant Fruits, as it diſ- 
honours G. d, ſtains his Goſpel and the Diſpen- 
ſers of it, creates much Perplexity in the Souls 


of good Men, is a Snare to the Unwary, and 


hardens the Wicked in Sin, as it makes the im- 


moral Miniſter himſelf, the juſt Object of the 


loweſt Contempt, and ſubjiccis him ar lengrh, to 
the Doom of an unprofitable and wicked Servant: 
And therefore it is he only who preaches and 
does allo. 271 Jhall ho &roat ere the Kingdom of 


God, as our Saviour ſpeaks; he only can have 


Comfort, and hope for Succeſs in the diſpenſing 


of it, Which brings me to the 


III. Thing, viz." The Fruit of a Goſpel Mi- 


niſtry, and End of their Office; or, as it is ſaid 


here, To turn many away from Iniquity; to in- 
ſtruc Mankind in the whole Compaſs of their 
Duty, and make them happy in practiſing of it; 
to tranſlate them from Darkneſs to Light, from 
the Power of Satan to the Kingdom of his dear 
Son: In a Word, to diſentangle their Hearts 
from the Love of Sin, to have them reſtored to 
the Life and Likeneis of God, and thus to exalr 
human Nature to its primitive Purity and Per- 
fection; I was going to ſay, beyond it. This is 
the noble Deſign of the Goſpel, worthy of its 
bleſſed Author to countenance; and the Harveſt 
has been in ſome meaſure anſwerable to the 
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Now, we who are the Diſpenſers o 


flections. 
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Seed- time, eſpecially in the Infanc it; 
roduced ſuch Effects in a Day, adll the cele- 
brated Philoſophy of Greece and Rk could not 
boaſt of for Ages before ; it quickl\brought a- 
bout ſuch a wonderful Change in th Principles 
and Lives of Men, as unenlightned eaſon had 


long ſtruggled for, but all in vain, For after 
that in the Wiſdom of God, the Mond b) Wiſ 


dom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the Foliſh- - 
neſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe: And 
tho* this Effect be not now ſo diſcernible, or fre- 
quene perhaps, yet there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the Preaching of the Croſs, juſt now 


in the different Parts of the Chriſtian World, is 
{till the Power of God, to rne javug ve wnwnrsys 


this My- 
ſtery, ſhould perfectly coincide with ſuch a De- 
ſign, making that our Aim ſincerely, which in- 
deed is God's, and in this reſpe& be Workers to- 
gether with him, not grudging our Sweat and 
Labour to that Purpoſe, for which the Saviour 
of Men ſhed his Blood, but travailing in both 


among our Flocks, till Chriſt be form'd in them; 


and when we ſucceed here, our Work and Re- 
ward go hand in hand: For what is our Joy, or 
Crown of rejoicing ? are not they in the Lord, 


whom we; as Inſtruments in his Hand, have 


turned away from Iniquity ? 


h 


I proceed now to ſum up all in a few Re- 


- 


1. From what has been ſaid upon the paſtoral 
Character and Office, it is obvious, that it is nei- 
6 ther 

11 er. 23, | | . 


3 | 
ther a ma one, nor a Buſineſs only for the 
Indolent a Slothful ; If the World think fo, or 
any of.ojelves, it is becauſe we never knew 
it. ho infficient for theſe things? ſaid a learned 
and inſpixl Apoitle, And if he was not, who of 


us will prend to be ſo? Our Work is lo impor- . 


tant an . that it were enough for the higheſt 


Angel fuly to diſcharge it. | 
2. As the applauded Character in the Text 
is &ſ{igned fer our Imitation, we would labour 
to ittain, and be true to every Part of it. 

1. We would by all meane learn the Truth, 
as it is in Jeſus, and be well inſtructed ourſelves 


in the Myſteries of the Kingdom of God, and 


1. 1 cafe ious with all Fidelity, and ſpiritual 


Wiſdom; in our Doctrine ſhewing Uncorrupted- 


neſs, Sincerity, Gravity, ſound Speech that can- 
not be condemned; applying it with Prudence to 
the infinitly various Caſes of our People; 70 
warn the Unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, and 
Support the Weak; to give Milk to Babes, and 


| ſtronger Meat to the Full-grown ; neither ſpeak- 
ing to the Grief of thoſe whom God has wound- 
ed, nor ſoothing the deluſive Hopes of the impe- 
nitent Sinner: A Miſtake here, upon either Side, 


may be fatal; and indeed, it requires much holy 


Skill to give every one their Portion of Meat, 
according to their Circumſtances, and in due Sea- 
ſon. But there ſcems to be a general Plan and 


- — —. 


Rule of Preaching, in copying after which we 


cannot err; nay, in forming upon it, may humbly 
hope to attain the moſt valuable Ends of our 


Miniſtry ; and that is, the Spirit's Method, when 
dealing ſavingly with Souls. Now, when he 
comes for this End, we know it is his way to 
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convince of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and Judg- 
ment. I do not mean that theſe great Subjects, 
and what is contain'd in them, ſhould be en- 
groſs'd in every Diſcourſe; no, but that the 
Strain of our Sermons argue this to be the Plan 
and Model we go upon: And is it wiſe or faith- 


ful, not to act in full Concert with him, upon 


whom all Succeſs does depend? Can we reaſon- 
ably expect that any of our Flock ſhould: become 
the Epiſtle of "of Feſus Chriſt, when we, who are 
the the Pen, as it were, deviate from his Direction, 
and write not t according to it? Is it to be looked 
= from the moſt eloquent Diſcourſes, if the 
Spirit and Redeemer are little regarded, that 
theſe will make the Deaf to hear, or inſpire dead 
Souls with Life? It is a groundleſs Hope. In 
order to this, we would ſtrive to make the Sin- 
ner ſee his Face in the Glaſs of God's s holy Law, 
that he may know his guilty State, his polluted 
Nature and Life; we would then lead them to 


_ Chriſt, for Wildoa, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 


and Redemption; for the Beginnings, Growth, 
and Conſummation of the ſpiritual Life; making 


— — rtoos a Sr 


in the midſt of our Sermons. | 

2. We would give Efficacy to our Doctrine, 
and adorn it, by the Sanctity of our Life, mani- 
teiting the inward Power 5 Divine Truths, by 
a Walk expreſſive of it: It is not enough that 
this be irreproachable, but every thing in it 
ſhould be worthy of Imitation; in Be thou an 

Example of the Believers, in MW: oral in Conver- 


his Name and Grace, Spirit and and Love, triumph 


ſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. 


An ignorant Miniſter is, no doubt, a Contradicti- 
on; 


m 1 Tim. iv. 12. 


( 22 ) ” 
on; being the ſame as an Eye that 1 not ſee, 
or a Guide to the Blind, but ſtone- blind iy 
ſelf. But is an immoral one a leſs Abſurdi 


Is there greater Inconſiſtency, than the 4 
of the living God to be polluted with dead Works? 


Or is it enough that we be Men of God in the 
Pulpit, but any where elſe Workers of Iniquity, 
carnal, or prophane? The Rules of Life given 


to the Prieſts, under the Law, were. exceeding 


ſtrict; and it ſeems, that for a ſingle Offence in 
hen, the Sin-offering was as great, as for the 

whole Congregation of 1/7ael : And will we plead 
for greater Liberty now under a 1 0 Dilpen- 


fation, which far exceeds that in Purity and 


451. I, not. What was 3 bed upon 
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3. If the the above Character be ſo n to hs 
Rulers of God's Church, then none ought to be 
continued or admitted there, who want it; none 


whole Ignorance, Vanity, or worldly Views, may 


have led them to ſwerve from the Truth, to cor- 


rupt the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and in their 


Doctrine to ſpeak perverſe things; none whoſe. 


Practice proclaims them unworthy of ſome low 


Employments, much more of this high and holy 
Calling. To guard againſt this Evil, is certainly 
one of the molt i important Branches of our Truſt, - 
and left to our Care with a particular Charge, 


That we commit the Diſpenſing of this glorious 
Goſpel n to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 


reach others alſo. And yo Language can expreſs 
the Caution and Zeal that 18 necel. ary here ; on 
| the 
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are the Salt of the Earth, ſays our Lord p, ſpeak- 


(7 2%) 


the one Hand, not to encevtage, or be miſled 


by the malicious Informer, a deteſtable Race of 


3 


Men; nor, on the other, if Preſumptions are 
ſhrewd, to_ ſtifle Inquiries againſt the Suſpected 
and Guilty, or ſtop the Courſe of Juſtice when 
found to be ſo: In Does to liſten to Friend- 
ſhip and Connexion, to be ſway'd by Party and 

Cabal, is betraying a weighty "Truſt ; 'tis to par- 
take of other Mens Sins, nay, to give them our 
public Sanction, and proclaim Impunity to the 
Vices of our Order. And whatever may be faid 
from the ſpecious and common Topick of Charity, 
ſuch tender Mercy. to one, is Cruelty to many; 
and, from a few Inſtances of Lenity of this kind, 
more is to be feared to true Chriſtianity, than 
from a thouſand T indals, Independent Whigs, or 
even the Writings of a nobler Pen“: Nor have 
I known a more awful Judgment on a good Man, 
and his whole Family, than what came upon Eli 
for Tenderneſs of this ſort, a Stroke which made 
Ears to tingle then; it has its Voice ſtill, and Men 
of Wiſdom will hear it. It is impoſſible, I own, 
to ſhew Regard enough for Candidates to the holy 
Miniſtry, whole Parts and Behaviour are promit- 


ing; who, we have ground to think, are entirely 
in the Intereſts of Chriſtianity, and its bleſſed 


Author ; they have a juſt Title to the deareſt 
Love of every good Man, and to ours in par- 


ticular ; for they are dear to God, they are the 


Hope of Poſterity, and, *tis like, will be peop- 


ling the New Feruſalem, when many of us are 
in the Duſt, But the contrary Character muſt 


have the oppoſite and moſt diſmal Effects: Ye 


| ing 
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worthily fill that Station, whole private Life is 


ing * the firſt Miniſters of his Kingdom, but * 
57 Salt have loft its Savour, wherewith ſhall it 
be ſalted® It is thenceſorth' good for nothing, but 
to be caſt out, and troden under Foot of Men : 
Intimaring, that as to their own Cafe, it is next to 
incurable ; that the Effects of their Corruption arc 
extremely pernicious to others; and that the 
Body cannot be well, till ſuch mortifying Mem- 
bers are cut off from it. | 
Nor is the above Reaſoning to be confin' d only 
to Miniſters of the Goſpel; it manifeſtly extends to 
another Order of Men, who ſhare the Rule of rhe 
Houſe of God with us, and are known by the 
Name of Elders. It has been, and ſtill is the Feli- 
city of this Church, to have ſuch within her, as 


as much an Ornament to Religion, as their diſtin- 
guiſhed Talents are a real Service to, and the 
Guardian of it in their public Character: Now, 
the more benign and defirable theſe Fruits are, 
the more ſhould we avoid what may introduce the 
contraryof them among us; making always a point 
of it, not to admit promiſcuouſly to that Office, 
and very attentive to it, that they maintain the 
Dignity and Purity of their Character, after their 
Adnifon, This our Church has wilely enjoin'd 4, | 

and that our Enquiries about it, in Presbytery and 
Synod, be frequent, and without ReſpeR of Per- 
ſons; tho? this, ſo far as I know, is almoſt uni- 
verlally neglected; and to omit every thing elſe, 
there is this weighty Reaſon for the Attention and 
Enquiry recommended, that otherwiſe, we may 
be under the ſtrongeſt Temptations, and run the 
ie of making Shipwreck of Honeſty, Faith 


and 
q Jide Acts of Aſſembly, 1722 1 | F 
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not God ſo unrighteous, as to forget his La 
and Work of Love; but where there is a ſowing 


„ 1 


and Candour, by ſolemnly atteſting that Men have 


ſuch and ſuch Qualifications, when all the World, 
and we ourſelves may eaſily know, that indeed 
they have them not; f. e. we do in a public Cx- 
pacity, when ſitting. as 3 the Name of 
Chriſt, what in our private Conduct, would ren- 
der us infamous for ever: Surely ſuch a Sacrifice. 
and offering of Honeſty and Truth, is too valu- 


able to be made to the higheſt human Greatneſs, 


much more to any Semblance of it; and Returns 
ſo notoriouſly falſe, are too criminal to be expiated, 
by five hundred Pounds of Fine, tho? it were 
competent to a General Aſſembly, to exact it of 
us : Men will ſpeak of Evils, as they apprehend 
Evil in them, but this I take to be a . one, 
which if prevented, or removed, as it takes 
Place, many others will quickly follow. Theſe 
Hints are ſufficient from me, upon a Subject, as 
1 conceive, of the higheſt Moment; how far they 
are either juſt or ſeaſonable, is not mine to deter- 
mine. | - 

4. Having received this Miniſtry, let us not 


— 


faint in the diſcharging of it, from this Conſide- 


ration among many others, that our Labour ſhall 


not be in vain in the Lord; in being faithful we will 
not only ſave our on Souls, but it is likely, many 
of thoſe that hear us; or, as is ſaid here, turn ma- 
ny away from Triquity ; and what a Godlike and 
heavenly Deſign is this? how great is the Plea- 
ſure of having it ſincerely in our Aim? but much 
more when we attain it: Nay, ſuppoſing a faith- 
ful Miniſter were to be wholly without Succeſs, 
which I doubt to have ever been the Caſe, yer is 


ur, 
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in Hope, how pure is the Joy of being taker 


of our Hope? To find ſome under our Miniſtry 
born again, and become Heirs of Glory, whom 
with. Concern we had looked upon as Jog and 
Veſſels of eternal Wrath; what an Addition 
will this be to our Crown in the other World? 
For they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, in that 
ſpotleſs Aſſembly, ball ſhine as the Stars for ever 
and ever. | 

Ir is true, and 1 it cannot be frequently enough 


inculcated upon our Minds, that the winning of 


Souls to Chriſt, is not from profound Learning, 
and flowing Eloquence, ſhining Holinefs, or ſuch 
like Endowments of Men; no, our Succeſs, as 
well as Sufficiency „is of od; Conſcious therefore 
of our on Weakneſs, we ſhould breathe our ar- 
dent Deſires. to him, for Help in our Work, and 
that Almighty Bleſſing which alone can inſpire 
dead Souls with Life for evermore. Whilſt we 
fight in this Valley below, againſt the Kingdom 


and Power of Darkneſs, like another Maſes, our 


Hands would be lifted up, and our Hearts toward 
Heaven, from whence cometh all our Aid. 

5. If ſuch be our Miniſtry and Work, then we 
may demand it of our People, not to defeat the 
End of it upon themſelves; As Workers together 
with God, we may beſeech you not to receive his 
Grace in vain. Shall your Souls be dear in our 
Sight, but vile in your own? Shall we in much 


Humi lity, and many Tears, be aſking Mercy for 


ou, and will you yourlelyes reject it? Is the Kin; 
Aan of God open'd up by our Miniſtry, and will 
not ye be prevailed upon to enter in? Did the 
Son of God ſhed his Blood, and ſer up his = 
pe 


Po Dan. Xii. 13. 
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pel, to turn many from Iniguity, and are you de- 
termin'd to live and die in your Sins? And are 
we thus to labour in vain, and ſpend our Strength 
for nought among you? Your Impenitence and 
Unbelief would make it fo, but it will not be in 
vain for all that, to the faithful Paſtor; for, ſays 
the Apoſtle, we are a ſweet Saveur unto God, in 
them that believe, and alſo in them that periſh. 
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